
Anthropology 300: Introduction to Physical Anthropology 
American River College Online Course: Fall 2008 
 
Instructor: Katrina Worley, M.A. 
Contact Information:  

E-mail: “worleyk@arc.losrios.edu” is my Los Rios faculty e-mail, but “anthonline@mac.com” is the address I 
prefer that you use for this class. When sending email, please indicate your full name as it appears on my 
roster. 

Office Telephone: (916) 484-8621. If you call and leave a message, please make sure that you give your full 
name, telephone number and which class you’re in, including the time and day. Please speak clearly, and 
repeat your name and telephone number. 

Office hours and location: Davies Hall room 366 (on the 3rd floor). M-Th 10:30-11:45 
 
Course description:  this is an introductory course designed to familiarize the student with genetic and evolutionary 

processes and how both have acted to shape the human species. The course will also cover our primate 
ancestors, living and extinct human populations, modern human variation, the methods used to determine the 
age of fossils and the genetic relationship between humans and non-human primates. 

 
Course objectives: 
  Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

• identify the nature and origins of the science of physical anthropology 
• identify the basic concepts of evolution 
• identify various kinds of evidence that support the fact of evolution 
• identify several methods for dating fossils evidence of human evolution 
• describe the diversity of living primates and understand how the study of these animals help scientists 

understand human evolution 
• describe the fossil record evidence for human evolution 
• explain the current hypotheses factors that are relevant to an understanding of human evolution 
• identify the nature and causes of human diversity 

 
Textbook: “Exploring Biological Anthropology- the Essentials”, Craig Stanford, John S. Allen, and Susan C. 

Anton. Published by Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2008. ISBN: 0-13-228857-5. 
 
Course requirements:  
Reading and Discussion Board: You should read the chapter(s) of the textbook, any web links that pertain to the 
material of the week, and my lecture before logging on to the discussion board. Plan on logging on to the board 3-4 
times per week. By checking in on a regular basis it is easier to follow the flow of the discussion (it’s the discussion 
board that will comprise your class “attendance” and participation). I will post discussion questions for each week 
based on the assigned readings and lecture material. You will have 12 days (from the Monday they are posted 
through the following Friday) to complete them for participation credit (4 points per week). Any discussion 
responses posed after the quiz for that chapter expires will NOT be counted for participation. You don’t have to post 
an answer to every question on the discussion board, but you should answer at least 2 or 3, and respond to the 
answers of 2 or 3 other students. Note that “good post” or something similar does NOT count as a response. The 
posts must have substance. Your participation is based on 5 substantial posts per week. 
 
Chapter Quizzes: There is a short quiz for each chapter. Quizzes consist of 15 multiple-choice or true/false 
questions. You will have 20 minutes to complete each quiz. If you go over the time limit by more than one minute, 
your score will be penalized 1 point per minute that you went over. Quizzes are posted on Mondays with the lecture 
and discussion questions for each chapter, and are left up for 12 days- through the following Friday at midnight. 
Once the quiz link expires, you will have lost your chance to take that quiz. Do NOT ask me to reset the quiz link 
after it’s expired. While you do need to make sure to take the quiz before it goes down, you probably want to wait 
until after you’ve participated in the discussion board- that’s where I help explain some of the more difficult 
concepts and correct any misunderstandings.  
 
Essays: there are 3 essays, each is worth 25 points. Essays will cover reading assignments as well as material 
presented in discussion and lectures. The topic guidelines will be posted in the “Assignments” folder on D2L 
approximately 12 days before the essay is due. Proof read your essay for scientific accuracy as well as grammatical 
and spelling errors before submitting them to me. Do not e-mail essays to me. Instructions for submission will be 
posted with the assignment guidelines. 
 



Annotated bibliographies/reviews: you have a couple of options for these assignments. You are to do 3 sets of 
reviews of articles, websites, or of video/television programs. The article/site/program must be on the topic being 
covered in the appropriate section of the course: evolutionary theory/genetics, primates, and hominids. If you have a 
question regarding the suitability of a site or program, please ask. Summarize the article/program and examine it for 
scientific accuracy and content. When you write up each review make sure that it is at least 2-3 short paragraphs. 
Each video review is worth 10 points per hour running time, each article or website review is worth 5 points. Each 
set can be up to 20 points, so you might do two articles and an hour-long video, or two websites, an article and a 
half-hour video in each set. Two of the sets are required; the third is extra credit. Further instructions are in the 
“Assignments” folder of D2L’s content area. Proofread your assignment carefully for grammatical and spelling 
errors before you submit it. 
 
Hominid or Primate term paper: you may choose your topic (within reason… see the guidelines for what kinds of 
topics are appropriate). This is a college level term paper and should 5-7 pages in length, not including pictures, 
diagrams or the work cited page. The paper is to be fully cited, and should include only academically sound sources 
(do NOT use your textbook or any encyclopedia… this includes Wikipedia). A term paper checklist and guidelines 
are provided in the “Assignments” link on D2L. Make sure you proofread your project carefully- spelling and 
grammatical errors or scientific inaccuracies will count against your grade. The term paper is worth 100 points. 

Note on Course Requirements: The week listed on the schedule is when you should be working on the designated 
chapter. Lectures, quizzes, and discussion questions are posted on Monday of each week, you have until midnight on 
the Friday of the following week (roughly 12 days) to complete them for credit. Do not wait until the end of the 
week that the chapter is due to begin posting to the discussion board or to take the quiz- the second week is to allow 
for emergencies, it’s not for you to get into the habit of putting off the work until the last minute.  
  
Notes about e-mail and submission of assignments: “anthonline@mac.com” is the account I use specifically for 
the online class- use it for any questions pertaining to this class. Messages sent to my ARC account will get to me, 
but will end up mixed in with my regular mail and I may not see it right away. If you have any questions, please e-
mail me and I will get back to you as soon as I can. Generally, I check my e-mail several times a day during the 
school week, so under normal circumstances, I should respond within several hours. My availability may be limited 
on Fridays and weekends. Make sure that your full name appears in the e-mail. Be aware that D2L does not put your 
name on emails sent from within the course site- it only gives your Student ID number. I prefer that you NOT send 
assignments directly to me. All assignments should be submitted through the D2L links in the “Dropbox”. If D2L is 
down for some reason and you do need to send an attachment to me via e-mail, make sure that your name is in both 
the e-mail AND in any attached documents. If I can’t open the attachment, I can’t tell who sent it. Assignments 
should be uploaded as Microsoft Word, RTF or PDF files. Do NOT send files in WordPad or WordPerfect format. I 
am on a Macintosh, and a .wpd file uses a format that Macs can’t natively read.  
 
Plagiarism: Any material taken from any source must be paraphrased and cited- this applies to any work 
done in this course: discussion board posts, reviews, essays, and the term paper. Your textbook counts as 
“general knowledge” for the purposes of this class. Information from the textbook does not need to be cited, 
but it MUST be paraphrased. If you must use a direct quote, make sure it is clearly marked and cited. 
Material not cited and paraphrased will be considered plagiarized and will be given a failing grade. 
Plagiarism will NOT be tolerated and will result in 0 points for the assignment, and may result in a failing 
grade for the class. I suggest that you obtain a style manual for term papers to familiarize yourselves with 
proper citation and writing techniques. 
 
Grading: is on a straight percentage basis- 
Each essay is worth 25 points, the chapter quizzes are worth 15 points each, discussion participation is 4 points each, 
the term paper is worth 100 points, and article/web/video reviews are worth 5-10 points each (40 points required, 60 
points possible). Total points: 500, plus 20 possible extra credit. 
 

3 essays @ 25 points = 75 
15 quizzes @15 points = 225 
15 discussions @ 4 points = 60 
Term paper = 100 points 
Reviews: combination to total 40 points 
TOTAL POINTS: 500 

90-100% (450-500 points) = A  
80-89%   (400-449 points) = B 
70-79%   (350-399 points) = C 
60-69%   (300-349 points) = D 
Less than 60% (299 or fewer points) = F  

 
Note that I do not automatically round final grades up to the nearest percentage point… 79.5% of the total 
points is NOT 80%, so 79.5% of the total points would result in a final grade of “C” not  “B” 
 



 

NOTES: 
 Discussion board participation may be used to determine the final grade in borderline cases. A borderline 

case is one in which the student’s grade is within 1% (5 points) of the higher grade and the student has 
submitted all required assignments. Note that NO assignments will be accepted more than one week late. 

 Cheating and/or plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in 0 points for the assignment, and possibly 
a failing grade for the class. All material taken from web or print sources must be paraphrased and cited. 
This applies to discussion board posts, web reviews, semester projects, and essays.  

 Quizzes and discussion posts are due on Fridays at midnight. Quiz and discussion deadlines will NOT be 
extended. It’s up to you to get them done on time. 

 Late assignments (essays, bibliographies and term papers ONLY- I do NOT accept late quizzes or 
discussions) will be accepted, but will lose 25% of the total points if submitted within one week of the due 
date. NO assignments will be accepted more than one week late.  

 Although I do have the right to drop students for excessive “absences” (including failing to participate in 
the discussion board on a regular basis), it is your responsibility to drop this class if necessary. DO NOT 
expect me to drop you if you simply stop participating. I have no way of reading your mind- I cannot tell if 
you are not participating at the moment because you have other demands on your time and intend to 
complete the course, or if you have decided that you don’t need or want to complete it. If your name is on 
my roster when grades are due, you will get a grade, and that grade may very well be an “F”. 

 

 
 

Anthro 300: Online- Fall 2008 
Week of: Chapter: Topics: Notes: 

8/25 1 Introduction Roll call discussion post by Tuesday 8/26 
9/1 2 Origins of Evolutionary Thought  
9/8 3 Genetics: Cells and Molecules  

9/15 4 Genetics: Genotype to Phenotype Evolutionary theory/Genetics reviews due 
Friday, 9/19 

9/22 5 
 

Forces of Evolution and Natural Selection 
Appendix C: Hardy-Weinberg Equilibrium 

 

9/29 6 Human Variation and Appendix A: Forensics Essay 1 due Friday, 10/3 
10/6 7 The Primates  

10/13 8 Primate Behavior Primate reviews 2 due Friday, 10/17 
10/20 9 Geology and Primate Origins  
10/27 10 Early Hominids and Australopithicus Essay 2 (primates) due Friday, 10/31 
11/3 11 The Rise of the Genus Homo,  

11/10 12 Archaic Homo sapiens and Neandertal Hominids reviews due Friday, 11/14 
11/17 13 The Emergence and Dispersal of Homo sapiens  
11/24 14 Evolution of the Brain and Language  Term Papers Due Friday, 11/28 
12/1 15 Biomedical Anthropology  
12/8   Essay 3 (hominids) due Friday, 12/12 

  Finals Week Dec 12-18  


